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Grant Evaluation Criteria & Scoring 

Arts and Health Grant (AHG) 

 

Review of the application materials must focus on the following criteria: 
 

Logistics. 

• The application clearly states what will be done by whom, when and where 

things will take place, and how this project will happen both logistically and 

financially. 

• The applicant indicates relevant metrics to measure their progress. 

 

Artistic Vibrancy and Impact. 

• Art is central to this project. 

• The artist/artists will provide a positive and purposeful experience for the 

participants. 

• This project provides access for or engages underserved communities as 

identified by the NEA. Refer to the intended participants/audiences the applicant 

identified under “Logistics.” 

 

Health Benefit. 

• The project specifies how engaging in the arts will strengthen social connection 

and/or sense of belonging and overall well-being. Note: These arts engagements are 

non-clinical experiences. Although they may have therapeutic outcomes, they are 

not intended as treatment or to cure an illness. 

• Health and/or community partner(s) and artists are integral to the 

design and implementation of the project.  

• There is a clear plan on how to measure the core indicators using the 

RISCA-provided survey tool.  

o Required Core Indicators - All grantees will report on the 

following indicators: 

▪ Participation (e.g., attendance, frequency of 

engagement, or retention) 

▪ Sense of Belonging and/or Social Connectedness 

▪ Overall Well-being 
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o Optional Indicators and Qualitative Methods - Grantees are 

invited to supplement required data with other qualitative 

methods and/or additional indicators that align with their 

project goals. Examples may include:  

▪ Observations (e.g., engagement, interaction, body language)  

▪ Participant, caregiver, or staff testimonials  

▪ Creative or visual documentation  

▪ Project-specific indicators such as stress reduction, coping strategies, 

confidence, or physical activity 

 

 

For each application, assign a score from 1-5 for each of the review criteria. One being 

the lowest and five being the highest score. Select “N/A” for each review criteria if you 

have a conflict of interest with this application. 

 

After you have scored each review criteria individually, assign a rating for each application 

from the list of the following statements: 

 

• 5: This application is excellent. I strongly recommend that this application 

advances in the selection process. 

• 4: This application is good. I recommend that this application advances in 

the selection process. 

• 3: This application is okay. I am unsure if this application should 

receive funding. 

• 2: This application needs improvement. I recommend that this application 

does not receive funding. 

• 1: I strongly recommend that this application does not receive funding. 

• No rating- conflict of interest.  


