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Guidelines & Template Forms
Quick links to required templates and helpful resources.

• Guidelines (PDF)

• Evaluation Criteria (PDF) 

• Work Samples List Template (Word)

Info for RISCA Staff: Eligibility Checklist
Select all that apply, see guidelines for definitions: 

Eligibility Checklist*
Select all that apply, see guidelines for definitions: 
Choices
I am a legal resident of the United States.
I have lived in Rhode Island for more than two years as of the date of this application.
I am over 18 years of age.
I am not currently enrolled in an arts degree-seeking program or attending high school full time.
I am a practicing artist.
I am not a current or former recipient of a RISCA General Operating Support for Artists grant.
All RISCA funded activity is taking place within the state of Rhode Island.
I am not a RISCA staff or council member, or immediate family of a RISCA staff or council member.

Info for the RISCA Staff: Contact Information
Grant Program*
Choices
General Operating Support for Artists FY26 - Y1

Legal Name*
Note: Only RISCA staff will be able to see the answer to this question. It will not be shared with 
the panelists.
Character Limit: 250

https://arts.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur946/files/2025-07/GOSA%20Guidelines%20FY26%20FINAL-RISCA-4ZV6K63.pdf
https://arts.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur946/files/2025-07/Grant%20Evaluation%20and%20Scoring_GOSA%20for%20web.pdf
https://arts.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur946/files/2025-07/Work%20Samples%20List.docx
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Address*
Include:
Number and Street Name
City, State ZIP

Note: Only RISCA staff will be able to see the answer to this question. It will not be shared with 
the panelists.
Character Limit: 250

Info for the Panel: About the Artist
Preferred Name (Project Title)*
Your preferred name serves as the Project Title, so even if this matches your legal name you 
must include your first and last name here.
Character Limit: 100

Pronouns
What this is and why it matters: https://www.glsen.org/activity/pronouns-guide-glsen.
Character Limit: 20

Upload: Artist statement/personal mission statement.*
Maximum one page of text, saved as a Word document or PDF.
File Size Limit: 10 MB

UPLOAD: Narrative bio/resume/cv (saved as Word or PDF).*
Upload EITHER a narrative artist bio, resume, or CV. Select whichever of these options best 
represents you. This must be uploaded as a Word document or PDF.
File Size Limit: 5 MB

Link: Artist website, if available.
Character Limit: 2000

Link: Artist Social Media, if available.
Character Limit: 2000

Link: Creative Ground profile, if available.
For reference: Creative Ground Directory.
Character Limit: 2000

https://www.glsen.org/activity/pronouns-guide-glsen
https://www.creativeground.org/
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Upload: Work Samples List.*
Please describe each piece of art, including the title, year, medium, any additional technical 
details, and 1-3 sentences of context about the piece and how it is meant to be experienced. 
You must use the required template, and upload as a PDF or word document.
File Size Limit: 5 MB

Link: Artistic Work Samples*
• This may include images, video, audio, and/or writing. Pieces of art include, but are not 

limited to: a short film; a graphic novel; a dance; a painting; a piece of jewelry; a song; a 
sculpture; a performance in a public place; a poem; a class/lesson/workshop you taught 
or work of your students; or a quilt. 

• You may submit a maximum of three of the following: 
o Up to 15 images 
o Up to 15 minutes of video 
o Up to 15 minutes of audio 
o Up to 30 pages of writing. 
o Note: All files must be in a Google Drive folder, open to everyone with the link or 

link and password.
Character Limit: 2000

Password to Google Drive folder, if necessary.
If you do not want to make Google Drive folder password protected, open the folder in Google 
Drive. In the top right corner, click “Share”. Click "Get shareable link" in the top right of the 
"Share with others" box. To choose whether a person can view, comment, or edit the file, click 
the Down arrow next to "Anyone with the link."
Character Limit: 20

Info for the Panel:  Artistic Impact and Growth
Artistic Career Goals/Milestones*
Please list 1-3 artistic career goals/milestones you plan to work toward over the next three 
years. 
Character Limit: 1500

Action Steps (next 12 months)*
Please list 3-5 steps or actions that you plan to take over the next 12 months that will support 
your artistic career goals/milestones. 
Character Limit: 1500

https://arts.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur946/files/2025-07/Work%20Samples%20List.docx
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Grant Impact*
How will this grant enable you to work towards those goals, and what impact will it have on 
your artistic practice and/or career?
Character Limit: 2000

Info for RISCA Staff: Congressional District
U.S. Representative District (Select 1 or 2)*
To look up your congressional district:

• Visit the United States House of Representatives Find Your Representative page: 
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative

• Enter your zip code. If necessary, enter your street address.

• Select the district below, it will be either 1st Congressional district or 2nd Congressional 
district of Rhode Island. Choices 12

Choices
1
2

Assurances
I understand and agree that RISCA funds will not be used for:*
<ul><li>Capital expenses such as building improvements or the purchase of permanent 
equipment.
</li><li>Eliminating or reducing existing debt.
</li><li>Fundraising efforts, such as social events or benefits.
</li><li>Hospitality expenses, such as food and beverages.
</li><li>Expenses incurred prior to or after the grant cycle in which a grant has been awarded 
(7/1-6/30).
</li><li>Applications where the purpose is to “regrant” or award funds using some or all of the 
RISCA grant funds; Prizes and awards.
</li><li>Activities that are part of a graduate or undergraduate degree program, or for which 
academic credit is received.
</li><li>Projects that proselytize or promote religious activities, or which take place as part of a 
religious service.
</li><li>Performances and exhibitions not available to the general public, or that are 
inaccessible to people with disabilities. This includes activities that take place on a closed school 
campus during the school day.

https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
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</li></ul>
Choices
Yes
No

The applicant agrees to abide by all the General Terms and Conditions and Assurances as 
outlined at https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/220-30-00-13, and has reviewed this 
information prior to submitting this application. By submitting your application, you are 
agreeing to abide by all of these federal and state terms and conditions if you receive support 
from RISCA. The applicant understands that all grant applications are considered on a 
competitive basis. No applicant is guaranteed funding at any level, even if all basic criteria have 
been met. Prior funding does not guarantee support in current or future years. The applicant 
understands that all RISCA grant award programs are contingent upon the availability of funds 
from the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and the National Endowment for the 
Arts, a federal agency. 
 
The applicant will assure that it and any organization assisted by it will comply with Titles I - IV 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (PL 101-336), as amended, Title VI and VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq., PL 88-352) as amended, Sections 503 & 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972 (PL 
92-261), Rhode Island Executive Order #19, 1977, and where applicable, Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.), to the end that no person in the 
United States shall, on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, handicap, or 
sexual orientation, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or otherwise be 
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity for which the applicant received 
financial assistance from the Council. 
 
All data, documentation, and material prepared and submitted by the grantee for the 
fulfillment of the grant contract will remain the property of the grantee. RISCA reserves the 
right to reproduce grantee products for educational, promotional, and noncommercial 
purposes, both electronically and in print.

Certification*
The applicant certifies that the information contained in this application, including all 
attachments and supporting materials, is true and correct to the best of their knowledge and 
the artwork was created by and is the intellectual property of the applicant, and that the 
applicant is an eligible individual as specified in the guidelines. The applicant agrees to all above 
conditions.
Choices
Yes
No

https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/220-30-00-13


Application Rhode Island State Council on the Arts - Individuals

Printed On: 23 July 2025
General Operating Support for 

Artists_GOSA_FY26_y1 6

Signature*
Enter your full name.
Character Limit: 250

Today's Date*
Character Limit: 10


